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Support From AFFW Donors Advances
Efforts Where Needs Are Greatest

A Fund For Women was established in 1993 to improve the lives of women and girls in

our community. Since that first year, when a group of visionary donors put together an

endowment fund of $100,000, the fund has grown to more than $1.4 million and provided in

excess of $624,000 to more than 60 community organizations.

Through the philanthropic gifts and volunteer involvement of women throughout Dane

County, A Fund For Women focuses on nonprofit organizations that address unmet commu-

nity needs. The fund is operated as a component fund of the Madison Community Foundation

and the programs it has supported range from those designed to enhance parenting skills

and improve health care access to domestic abuse intervention services and multiple youth

mentoring programs.

In general, AFFW helps support nonprofit organizations that build opportunity and pro-

mote self-sufficiency among women. This year, eight community organizations received a

total of $100,000 to continue the tradition of making our community stronger. 

The 2007 A Fund For Women Grant Recipients
Domestic Abuse Intervention Services – $17,000

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services was formed as the Dane County Advocates for

Battered Women in 1977 and today, the group works to empower those who have been

affected by violence and to transform attitudes

and institutional barriers that perpetuate vio-

lence against women. The money provided by

AFFW will help Domestic Abuse Intervention

Services reinstate a Drop-In Support Group and

also fund Direct Aid for Victims of Domestic

Abuse. The Drop-In program helps domestic violence victims by reducing isolation and con-

necting them with a support network. Support money will help pay for co-payments for pre-

scriptions, gas vouchers, Metro and Greyhound bus tickets, housing application fees and lock

changes.

East Madison Community Center – $12,500
The East Madison Community Center got its start in a church basement in 1966 and has

evolved into a thriving multipurpose center with nutritional, social, leadership development,

employment and education programs for low-income children and their families. Since 1999,

the center has operated a program called Alternatives to Violence that helps adolescents

identify “triggers” that stimulate anger, find positive means for conflict resolution and utilize

Continued on page 2



constructive tactics to deal with anger. The

expanded program will help girls in the

Truax Housing Development and surround-

ing areas reduce violence, build self-esteem

and connect with a support network. 

Freedom Inc. – $15,000
Freedom Inc. began six years ago as a

support group for Southeast Asian girls and

today provides services to people of all ages

from low- and no income communities of

color in Dane County. Freedom Inc. has a

unique approach to ending domestic violence

against women and girls: it offers programs

designed to inspire and empower individuals

to bring about social, political, cultural and

economic change. Ongoing support from

AFFW has helped develop the Family

Strengthening Project, which aims to end

domestic violence against Hmong women

and children. In 2006 alone, Freedom Inc.

provided domestic violence and sexual

assault support to 225 people.

Girl Scouts of Black Hawk
Council – $3,000

Natalia Thompson, a senior Girl Scout

in the Black Hawk Council and a junior at

Madison West High School, created the

Madison Speak Out Sister program

(Madison SOS) earlier this year in response

to her concerns about low self-esteem

among local girls and the increasing divi-

sion of Madison teen girls from different

racial, ethnic and socio-economic back-

grounds. Natalia earned a Girl Scout Gold

Award for the project and with AFFW’s sup-

port, will expand the program to stage II.

In Stage II, Madison SOS participants will

form a leadership group to spearhead ongo-

ing work, including creating a report on the

status of high school girls. 

Goodman Atwood Community

Center – $14,000
The Goodman Atwood Community

Center was founded in 1954 and is one of

Madison’s oldest neighborhood centers. The

center’s mission is to provide activities, edu-

cation, social development and nourishment

for at-risk children. Eighty-eight percent of

the children in the center’s programs are

from ethnically diverse backgrounds and 92

percent live in poverty. Support from AFFW

will help launch the Girl Neighborhood

Power, Big Sister Little Sister Mentoring

Project. Adults will work with girls in grades

7–9, and these girls will in turn be mentors

to younger girls in grades 2–5. The program

will help improve academic performance,

build non-violent conflict resolution skills

and develop leadership skills and healthy

peer relationships. 

Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin –

$17,000
For more than 72 years, Planned

Parenthood of Wisconsin has helped girls

and women manage their sexual and repro-

ductive health. A new program, Empowering

Girls to Make Healthy Choices, will help ado-

lescent girls from underserved communi-

ties gain access to comprehensive sexual

and reproductive health education and

services including annual exams and diag-

nosis and treatment of sexually transmitted

infections. AFFW’s support will help Planned

Parenthood conduct 30 community work-

shops serving 300 adolescent girls as well

as 10 workshops for 100 parents. The work-

shops and related services will help the girls

make healthy, responsible decisions and

improve parent-child communication.

Simpson Street Free Press – $6,500
From humble beginnings in 1992 as a

modest neighborhood newspaper based in

South Madison, the Simpson Street Free

Press has grown to become one of Dane

County’s most effective youth programs.

With a writing staff of 43 students aged 11

to 18, the newspaper has established an

enviable track record of helping adolescents

gain the training and experience needed to

succeed in school, attend college and obtain

good jobs. The grant provided by AFFW will

help launch a program called Developing

Young Professional Women and Journalists

of Color. This program will allow the newspa-

per to create and support specific job titles

and leadership positions for young women

and girls of color and develop and foster a

pipeline for girls and young women of color

who want to pursue careers as business

professionals and journalists. 

YWCA of Madison -- $15,000
Chartered in 1909, the YWCA Madison

is the largest provider of affordable housing

to women in Dane County, providing shelter

to nearly 400 women, children and families

each year. Since 2002, the YWCA has offered

a variety of programming through the Girl

Neighborhood Power initiative in five high-

needs neighborhoods. The YWCA now

intends to seek full affiliation with Girls Inc.,

a national nonprofit whose programs encour-

age girls to master physical, intellectual and

emotional challenges. Support from AFFW will

help the YWCA fully integrate Girls Inc. pro-

gramming and increase the capacity of staff

members to promote academic success and

reduce violence among the girl participants.
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Web site improvements on the way
Providing up-to-date details on news and events is more important than ever and

in an effort to provide more helpful information, the AFFW marketing committee is in the
process of updating and enhancing the Web site.  We are pleased to welcome the talents of
Nicole Jenkins, with The Printing Partners, and Tricia Stearns, of The Douglas Stewart Co.,
who will serve as members of the marketing committee.

We welcome your news
In addition to the Web site, A Fund For Women provides news and information

through semi-annual newsletters like this one as well as e-mail updates. If you or someone

you know would like to be added to our distribution list, or if you have items to contribute,

please send details to Jennifer Sereno, jsereno@ameritech.net. Please be sure to include a

phone number where you can be reached in case additional information is needed. 
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